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Number  72.  October,  1996. 


1996  IS  ABOUT  TO  RETIRE. 

It  happens  with  every  year,  and  reminds  us  that  each  year  ISASC 
continues  to  grow  and  flourish.  Our  Chapter  membership  is  close  to 
340,  and  by  whatever  standards  our  well-being  is  measured,  we  seem  to 
be  living  up  to  them  handily.  Next  year  will  be  a  year  of  transition: 
a  new  president  and  slate  of  officers  will  be  elected  to  take  office 
January  1,  1998;  our  chapter  will  be  incorporated  and  new  by-laws 
established;  an  Endowment  Committee  will  be  developing  ways  to  protect 
our  fiscal  future;  an  EQM  Review  Committee  will  be  making  sure  our 
journal  best  serves  our  needs;  our  year-end  accounting  procedures  will 
be  updated;  and  an  Operating  Manual  will  be  produced  to  provide  fixed 
and  firm  guidelines  for  running  our  Society.  All  in  all,  there's  much 
to  be  done,  but  we're  up  to  the  task  and  regularly  will  be  reporting 
our  progress  to  the  membership.  And  as  the  year  wanes,  this  is  an 
appropriate  time  to  acknowledge  and  thank  you  for  your  allegiance  and 
support.  Do  have  a  happy  New  Year! 

CALIFORNIA,  HERE  WE  COME. 

Every  several  years,  taking  into  account  sunny  skies,  attractions 
galore,  antiquing  unlimited,  and  70-plus  golden  state  members,  it  makes 
the  best  of  sense  to  meet  in  the  far  west,  and  that  spells  California. 
For  our  1997  convention,  your  officers  voted  en  masse  for  Los  Angeles 
(a  first-time  city  for  us),  and  among  those  who've  been  there,  there's 
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quick  agreement  that  this  palm-studded  destination  is  a  combination  of 
glamour,  lively  entertainment,  fun-filled  activities,  and  smile- 
evoking  weather.  So  this  coming  year,  it's  California,  it's  Los 
Angeles,  and  it's  the  city's  premier  downtown  hotel,  the  Omni.  The 
dates  are  Thursday,  May  15,  to  Sunday,  May  18  (just  a  few  short  months 
away,  and  all  indications  are  that  we'll  have  our  biggest  turnout  yet. 
Member  Joe  Lenorovitz  is  our  convention  chairman,  and  he's  assembled  a 
committee  dedicated  to  the  proposition  that  ISASC  convention-goers 
deserve  the  very  best.  With  that  as  both  a  premise  and  promise,  Joe 
tells  us  that  the  committee  is  well  along  with  its  plans  for  a  conclave 
we'll  all  talk  about  for  a  long  time  to  come.  In  mid-January,  the 
official  invitation,  preliminary  program  and  reservation  form  will  be 
mailed  to  every  member,  but  meanwhile,  now's  the  time  to  mark  your 
calendar  and  make  sure  your  plans  to  be  with  us  are  in  place.  And 
because  our  hotel  is  extending  to  us  a  very  special  rate  ("an  offer  too 
good  to  refuse")  ,  you  just  might  tack  on  several  days  of  enticing 
vacation  time  before  and/or  after  the  convention  itself.  And  remember, 
beyond  the  attractions  of  Los  Angeles,  there's  Disneyland  an  hour 
away,  northern  California,  the  great  Northwest  and  Canada,  and  Old 
Mehico  (we  do  speak  the  language,  you  know) .  You  just  might  consider 
your  being  with  us  a  New  Year's  resolution  you'll  enjoy  fulfilling. 

BERNING  BOOK  ON  SCALES  A  BREAKTHROUGH. 

In  case  you  hadn't  heard,  members  Bill  and  Jan  Berning  are  planning  to 
publish  a  book  and  price  guide  on  scales.  It's  a  first  of  its  kind, 
and  the  Bernings  are  relying  on  scale  collectors  to  provide  the 
necessary  photos.  We  urge  our  members  to  do  what  they  can  to  give  the 
Bernings  a  helping  hand.  Their  letter-appeal  follows: 


(3) 


Bill  and  Jan  Berning 
445  Somonauk  St. 

Sycamore,  IL  60178-2248 
(815)  895-6328  *  (815)  784-3134 

Dear  Scale  Collector: 

We  presently  are  working  with  Schiffer  Publishing  Company  to 
publish  a  book  on  scales.  Schiffer  specializes  in  books  on  all  types 
of  collectibles.  This  book  will  have  400  to  500  or  more  color  photos 
of  scales  and  a  complete  price  guide. 

While  we  both  are  serious  scale  collectors,  we  are  not 
knowledgeable  in  all  areas  and  do  not  have  examples  in  our  collections 
of  all  types  of  scales  that  we  would  like  to  include  in  the  book. 

Therefore,  we  need  your  good  color  photos  of  all  types  of  scales. 
These  do  not  have  to  be  of  professional  quality,  but  should  be  of  good 
quality.  Identify  each  with  your  name  and  address  label  on  back,  but 
otherwise  do  not  write  on  front  or  back.  We  need  all  types  of  scales, 
from  museum  quality  to  garage  sale  collectibles.  If  possible,  also 
send  us  any  information  you  have  about  each  scale  --  date, 
manufacturer,  patent  number,  general  value,  and  how  it  was  used.  All 
photos  will  be  returned.  In  addition,  if  you  are  an  antique  dealer  who 
carries  scales,  please  include  the  name  and  address  of  your  shop  and  we 
will  include  it  in  our  listing  of  sources. 

Please  send  your  photos  to  us  at  the  above  address  or  call  us  at 
either  telephone  number. 

Thank  you  for  your  assistance  in  this  project.  We  believe  this 
book  will  be  of  interest  and  benefit  to  all  ISASC  members  as  well  as  to 
other  scale  collectors. 


Sincerely , 


Bill  and  Jan 


AND  SPEAKING  OF  PRICE  GUIDES... 

Two  years  ago,  we  were  asked  to  serve  as  an  advisor  to  Schroeder 1  s 
Antiques  Price  Guide,  a  leading  directory  for  antique  collectors.  We 
accepted  the  invitation,  which  carried  with  it  the  opportunity  to 
expand  and  update  the  directory's  section  on  scales.  As  a  result, 
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George  Mallis,  ever-ready  to  work  on  such  projects,  put  together  a 
listing  of  coin  scales,  counterfeit  coin  detectors,  precision  and  assay 
balances,  and  other  types  of  scales,  and  yours  truly  did  likewise  on 
postal  scales.  These  listings  duly  appeared  in  the  1996  and  1997 
issues  of  Schroeder  *  s .  and  from  all  we  can  gather,  are  serving  their 
purpose  quite  well. 

However,  because  space  limitations  currently  oblige  Schroeder 1 s  to 
sharply  condense  and  abbreviate  our  listings,  and  because  many  of  our 
members  do  not  possess  their  own  Schroeder 1 s ,  it  seemed  to  us  worth¬ 
while  to  provide  each  ISASC  member  with  a  copy  of  our  original 
listings,  and  that's  what  we're  doing  here  and  now.  Enclosed  is  the 
listing  on  postal  scales,  and  most  likely  with  our  January  mailing, 
we'll  include  the  listing  on  other  types  of  scales.  We're  convinced 
that  if  the  number  of  inquiries  we  receive  about  scales,  and  especially 
their  value,  is  any  indication,  these  listings  will  serve  an  important 
member  need. 

JERRY  KATZ  KEEPS  DOING  GOOD. 

We  can't  say  too  much  about  the  service  Jerry  Katz  provides  the  many, 
many  people  looking  to  learn  more  about  scales  they  own,  so  we're 
reprinting  a  letter  Jerry  recently  received  which,  in  a  complimentary 
way,  says  it  all. 

Dear  Mr.  Katz: 

Thank  you  for  your  informative  letter  regarding  the  two  antique  scales 
in  my  possession.  I  am  now  aware  of  their  proper  description,  at  any 
rate . 

At  my  age  (83)  ,  these  items,  together  with  quite  a  number  of  tools  of 
similar  vintage,  appear  to  be  of  more  interest  to  me  than  to  my 
children  or  grand-children.  I  have  reached  the  conclusion  that  they 
should  be  liquidated  shortly  or  risk  winding  up  in  an  estate  sale. 


Your  suggestion  that  a  restaurant  chain  might  be  worth  contacting  is 
worth  consideration.  There  is  such  a  group  of  restaurants  in  our  area 
and  extending  at  least  to  Florida  (The  Cracker  Barrel) .  They  always 
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have  extensive  exhibits  of  antiques,  not  any  particular  category,  but  I 
can  visualize  a  number  of  my  items  fitting  their  requirements.  I  am 
inclined  to  contact  them  and  see  what  transpires. 

That  a  value  might  be  augmented  on  the  steelyard  if  offered  for  sale 
where  manufactured,  Springfield,  MA,  is  noted.  Presumably,  the  same 
reasoning  might  apply  to  the  other  scale  as  well  in  Buffalo,  NY.  I 
have  other  items  with  source  identification  as  well.  Perhaps  I  should 
tour  the  cities  involved.  Would  probably  realize  more  profit  in  the 
long  run  if  I  use  the  garage-sale  approach  to  their  disposition. 

If  you  are  in  contact  with  Mr.  Bob  Stein,  please  thank  him  for 
forwarding  my  letter  and  pictures  to  you.  Your  comments  are 
appreciated . 

Very  truly  yours, 

Max  B.  Cushman 
(McHenry,  Illinois) 


NEWS  AND  VIEWS  ON  THE  SCALE  FRONT. 

**  First  off,  our  get-well  wishes  to  officer/member  Bill  Doniger,  who 
suffered  a  sciatica  disorder  a  while  back  which  partially 
immobilized  him  and  confined  him  to  his  home  for  the  past  several 
months.  He's  now  on  a  therapy  program  which  he  --  and  all  his 
ISASC  friends  --  hope  will  be  the  remedy  needed  to  get  him  back 
on  his  feet  and  doing  all  those  things  he's  usually  so  busy  doing. 

On  whose  scale? 

★  * 

A  single  strand  of  spider's  silk  wrapped 
around  the  world  would  weigh  only  15  ounces. 

Just  so  you  know. 

**  George  Mallis  reports  that  he  and  Gloria  and  Ralph  Lipfert  have 
been  busy  translating  A.  Dieudonne's  noted  work,  Manuel  Des  Poids 
Monetaires .  When  their  translation  is  completed,  a  new  version  of 
the  book,  in  both  French  and  English  and  titled  Coin  Weights,  will 
be  published  in  late  '96  or  early  '97.  Besides  including  all  of 
the  original  text  and  plates,  it  will  be  augmented  by  several 
appendixes,  tables,  and  photographs  of  weights  from  the  Mallis 
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collection.  The  publication  price,  estimated  to  be  $38-$40,  has 
not  been  finalized  yet,  but  members  wishing  to  reserve  a  copy 
should  write  or  call  George  Mallis  (do  not  send  money) . 


Member  Betty  Wright  visited  Russia  earlier  this  year,  and  seemed 
to  have  had  a  most  memorable  experience.  Here's  what  she  had  to 
say  about  it: 

"My  trip  to  Russia  far  exceeded  my  expectations.  I  would  do  the 
whole  thing  over  tomorrow.  I  acquired  five  scales.  An  all  brass 
steelyard  marked  1878  which  --  along  with  the  others  —  I  sort  of 
smuggled  out  (not  easy  with  a  thing  the  size  and  weight  of  the 
steelyard);  a  hand-held  pendulum  postal  with  Russian  markings;  an 
old  C  scale  with  Russian  markings;  a  standing  pendulum  with  the 
mark  of  the  German  maker,  Maul;  a  flat-faced  brass  Salter  marked 
"RUSSIA"  with  chain-held  pan.  I  passed  on  an  early  equal  arm 
balance  in  a  cut-f rom-the-sol id  wood  case.  The  case  was  about  8  x 
10  x  2  and  weighed  a  ton.  It  was  too  big  to  try  to  smuggle  (they 
confiscate  anything  they  consider  antique  which  is  anything  they 
consider  antique  even  though  it  might  have  been  made  10  days 
earlier)  and,  anyway,  I  could  hardly  lift  my  suitcase  off  the 
floor  even  before  I  bought  the  steelyard." 

Euro-Chapter  member  Wolfgang  Schilde  is  always  on  the  lookout  for 
interesting  scales,  and  following  the  coverage  given  the  Dr.  Fitch 
Prescription  Scales  in  the  last  issue  of  EQM,  he  sent  us  a  fax 
from  Berlin  asking  if  any  of  our  chapter  members  might  have  a  "Dr. 
Fitch"  for  sale.  Hence  this  squib,  which  just  may  make  a  buy/sell 
transaction  happen.  Wolfgang  is  also  looking  for  American 
counterfeit  coin  detectors,  so  if  you're  a  seller,  you  can  write 
him  at  Hanne  Nuete  83,  12359  Berlin,  Germany,  or  call/fax  him  at 
011-49-30-606-4500. 

It's  apparent  that  member  Emil  Cohn  missed  his  calling.  He 
should  have  been  a  metrology  researcher,  if  his  involvement  in 
things  historical  is  any  indication.  Over  the  years  and  on 
several  continents,  Emil  has  fostered  friendships  with  authors, 
experts,  museum  archivists,  and  who  knows  who  else,  all  to  further 
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his  endless  quest  for  knowledge  about  scales  and  weights.  Most 
recently,  and  what  gave  rise  to  this  commentary,  was  Emil's 

pursuit  of  information  about  a  steelyard  that  brought  him  in 
touch  with  Giulia  Luppi,  director  of  Museo  della  Bilancia  in 
Modena,  Italy.  At  the  moment,  Emil  is  in  the  middle  of  his 

research,  but  undoubtedly  we  can  expect  some  unusual  findings  that 
he  will  be  eager  to  share  with  all  of  us.  Nice  going,  Emil. 
We're  ready  and  waiting. 

OOPS,  OOPS.  (TWICE,  WOULD  YOU  BELIEVE.) 

In  April  of  this  year,  we  came  across  a  printing  error  in  issue  No .  2 
of  EQM ,  which  turned  out  (fortunately)  to  have  occurred  in  only  a  very 
few  copies.  Imagine  our  consternation  when  this  past  July,  a  member 
pointed  out  to  us  a  printing  error  in  issue  No .  3 .  In  it,  pages  2031 
through  2034  and  2051  through  2054  were  printed  twice,  and  pages  2037, 
2038,  2041  through  2044,  2047  and  2048  were  left  out,  with  most  pages 
numbered  randomly.  We  immediately  sent  the  perceptive  member  a 

replacement  copy,  and  hastened  to  check  the  substantial  number  of 
copies  in  our  supply  cabinet  and  archives.  Much  to  our  relief,  we 
found  no  other  flawed  copies,  but  it  may  be  that  some  were 

inadvertently  mailed  to  members.  So,  using  the  page  references  above, 
please  check  your  copy  of  EQM  No .  3 .  1996,  and  if  it's  flawed,  return 
it  to  us  and  we'll  quickly  send  you  another,  along  with  our  apologies 
for  the  mishap. 

MARKETPLACE . 

FOR  SALE. 

14  scales,  individually  or  together  as  a  lot.  Two  coin-op  person 
scales,  candy,  diet,  scientific,  platform,  other  types.  Photos 
available.  Best  offer.  Contact  Frank  Bigos,  299  Chicago  Street, 
Fall  River,  MA  02721;  phone  508/674-4795. 
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THREE  MEMBER  REMINDERS. 

FIRST.  As  1997  approaches,  we'll  again  be  asking  for  your  on-going 
support  of  ISASC's  Benefactor  Program.  And  our  recurring  message  that 
precedes  our  request  is  that  if  we're  to  maintain  our  high  operating 
standards,  we  need  the  funds  each  year  that  our  members  voluntarily 
contribute.  So  please  keep  that  in  mind  when  we  contact  you  in  a  few 
short  weeks.  And  thanks,  in  advance. 

SECOND.  Toward  the  end  of  the  year,  our  treasurer,  Jan  Macho,  will  be 
sending  you  a  dues  statement,  along  with  a  directory  update  form. 
Please  pay  your  dues  promptly  so  that  we're  not  required  to  mount  an 
undue  (undues?)  collection  effort.  And  with  your  dues,  be  sure  to 
include  the  directory  update  form,  but  only  if  your  address,  phone,  or 
collection  description  has  changed. 

THIRD. 


Our  membership  directory  supplement  #2  is  included  in  this  mailing, 
with  the  suggestion  that  you  immediately  remove  the  spine  of  your 
directory  cover,  insert  supplement  #2  behind  #1,  thereby  instantly 
transforming  your  directory  into  an  up-to-the-minute,  full-of- 
information,  ready-to-use  helpmate.  There.  Easy  said,  easy  done. 


A  FINAL  THOUGHT. 

ISASC  continues  to  thrive  and  grow,  and  I  owe  a  vote  of  thanks  to  all 
those  member/officers  who  work  so  hard  to  make  it  so.  Most 

importantly,  even  though  change  is  in  the  wind,  I'm  confident  our 
members  will  continue  to  support  our  society  not  only  during  this 
coming  new  year,  but  in  the  years  beyond  as  well.  And  for  that 
support,  I'm  most  grateful. 


